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Greotge Claron -Ooh Ree \No 


George Clanton has been soaking in the triumph of his 
unique sound since his debut album dropped in 2015. In 
that same year, he launched his label, 100% Electronica, 
because other labels shied away from vaporwave. He also 
pulled off 100% Electricon a large scale concert in which 
Clanton successfully pushed chronically online vaporwave 
fans into the real world. In 2018, his album "Slide" 
introduced a fresh take on the vaporwave genre. "Slide" 
/ merged ambient synth pads, pop song structures, and had 
fantastic electronic drum work. Now Clanton is expanding 
on all of that and more with "Ooo Rap I Ya” 


"Ooo Rap I Ya" kicks off incredibly strong with "Everything I 
Want" giving you a sneak peek of the amazing songwriting ahead. The first half of the album 
features the more straightforward and catchy tracks with “Justify Your Life” and “I Been 
Young” standing out. The album doesn't slow down but the best hooks are definitely on the 
front end. This album is a dream for synth lovers, it's easy to get lost in all of the textures and 
soundscapes. The synths feel very old and new at the same time, the variety here makes it feel 
uniquely fresh. Beautiful lush reverb is everywhere, but it never goes overboard into a spacey 
realm. The closing track, "For You, I Will" is worth noting as it features shoegaze artist 
Hatchie. These two absolutely shine on this track, with Hatchie adding shoegaze-esque 
backing vocals that blend seamlessly with George Clanton's deep, and gritty vocals. It's a 
heavy-hitting, awe-inspiring track that wraps up the album perfectly. Playing "Ooo Rap I Ya" 
on repeat is like striking gold every time. There's so much happening that you'll keep 
discovering new things with each listen. Subtle harmonies, nuanced drum details, crafty 
synths, there's so much to absorb that it feels like you can never fully grasp it all. The album 
has a massive presence, and if you listen with headphones, it'll grip you in a hypnotic trance 
instantly. This album isn't just a milestone for vaporwave but it's a significant achievement for 
electronic music as a whole. Clanton is ushering us into his nostalgic world and ''Ooo Rap I Ya" 


is a pivotal stop along the way. 
c OlWie Redr'go - GUTS 


This album is like if Throbbing Gristle made neoclassical 
darkwave. Olivia Rodrigo's first album “SOUR” was 
another drop in the endless pool of indie pop but it did 
show some promise. Her new album “GUTS” improves 
greatly on the ideas of “SOUR” but still has some of the 
same flaws. The slow piano ballads such as “Logical” and 
“The Grudge” are very boring and leave more to be 
desired. Also most of the lyrics feel underdeveloped and 
bland but the more guitar-centric and pop-rock driven 
iis songs stand out and are extremely fun and catchy. “Get 
Him Back!” and “Bad Idea Right?” are great alternative pop 
songs that have memorable hooks. Without the tasteless piano shitstains this album would be 
way more cohesive and enjoyable. “GUTS” is worth checking out but it still feels like Rodrigo is 
finding herself as an artist. G 


Carh Rae Secon The Lovhest Tite 


Carly Rae Jepsen has embarked on a sonic journey over the 
past 10 years, delving into 80s synthpop with her 2015 album 
"EMOTION" In her 2019 release, "Dedicated" she further 
expanded her creative horizons, expressing in interviews 
that while "EMOTION" was an exploration of 80s pop, 
"Dedicated" marked her venture into the realm of 90s 
influences. In 2022, she once again surprised the music 
world with her album "The Loneliest Time" reflecting on the 
impact of isolation due to COVID-19. Her once upbeat and 
optimistic outlook darkened somewhat, as she openly 
discussed experiences like joining dating apps such as Tinder 
during this period (just imagine stumbling upon Carly Rae 
Jepsen on Tinder, quite a surprise). Now, in 2023, we have 
been graced with "The Loveliest Time." True to her signature style, Carly surprises listeners 
once again with this release, distancing herself from the 80s and 90s synthpop vibes of 
"EMOTION" and "Dedicated" Instead, she ventures into new pop genres. Tracks like “After Last 
Night" and "Put It To Rest" feature unexpectedly brisk and break-core style drums, whereas 
songs like "Kollage" evoke the feeling of slow, melancholic indie pop you might encounter on a 
college radio station. This album serves as a diverse palette of ideas and genres. One standout 
aspect of "The Loneliest Time" is its production quality. Carly Rae Jepsen's albums boast 
exquisite pop production that maintains a balanced sense of spaciousness and detail. 
Particularly noteworthy is the attention to the low end, which always makes you at the very 
least bob your head if you're listening with headphones. The album's drum sounds possess a 
dry yet lively quality, reminiscent of early Tame Impala works. The synths are mixed with so 
much vibrancy and color, never falling into the trap of being bland or monotonous. 
Furthermore, subtle guitar work is interwoven into the mix, enhancing the synth textures. To 
sum up, this album is undeniably another triumph for Carly Rae Jepsen, firmly securing her 
status as the reigning pop goddess within the music community. * 


Aphex Twin —Blackbar Life Recorder p54 


Another one. Aphex Twin by far is the most prolific 
electronic artist. His work speaks for itself. There are no 
low points in his 30+ year discography. His new release 
“blackbox life recorder” only adds to his legacy. Also in 
promotion for this EP he released a line of NFT’s and 
rewarded one of the buyers with demos for the project? 
Aphex Twin really hasn't changed a bit, and this EP sees 
Richard diving back into his classic sounds. The eerie 
synths and high attention to detail drumwork and chaotic 
structures make this a very distinct Aphex Twin release. 
Songs like “zin2 test5” sound like they could be straight out 
of his 90’s catalog. By no means are any of these songs boring but they expand upon what 
Richard has already explored. With very crisp and clear modern production. This EP is a 
beautiful addition to his library and it only offers more of what fans have been craving for 
years now. We can only hope that a full length album surfaces soon... 


Slow dive -Everytrins LS Alive 


Even after a 22-year hiatus, Slowdive continues to evolve 
while staying true to their iconic sound. Their latest 
release, "Everything Is Alive" proves to be well worth the 
6-year wait. This album takes the band in a more drawn out 
and ethereal direction. Standout tracks like "kisses" "alife" 
and "the slab" are hypnotic and just drenched in reverb and 
ambiance. The singles from this album are quite energetic, 
yet the majority of the record leans towards a somber and 
introspective mood. Many of the songs on "Everything Is 
Alive" sound like they don't want to be alive. Echoing 
guitars and poignant lyrical melodies are sprinkled over 
synthesizers and minimalistic drums, occasionally a wall of 
distorted reverb too. Tracks such as "chained to a cloud" and “andalucia plays" stretch out, 
lacking conventional song structures. Some passages may bring memories of Slowdive's 
"Pygmalion" era, but the production and mixing give it a fresh, modern feel. In summary, this 
is a beautiful album that disposes of traditional choruses and structures in favor of an 
ambient and immersive pool of washed out bliss. 7 6 
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inashe - SB/ANGAL 


ee Tinashe's latest EP is a beautiful blend of electronic, R&B, 
_. and pop influences. Throughout the EP, you can hear 
echoes of early Burial with its hypnotic beats. Tinashe's 
vocals shine brilliantly, delivering captivating harmonies 
and melodies in each track. The lyrics and themes are also 
intriguing, with the opening track "Treason" portraying 
the frantic pursuit of a toxic lover. The second track, "Talk 
to Me Nice" is exceptionally catchy and features a strange 
vocal sample on repeat. The EP has a few more stand out 
tracks with “Gravity” and “Needs” being highlights. The 
short EP concludes with "Tightrope" a perfect finish that 
sustains the energy and emotion up to the end. To sum it 
up, as my friend Pierson said after listening in my car "If 

this were on the radio, I wouldn't Ati station. I'd crank up the volume." | 


Aral ole -Deteat fou) Caper 


Animal Collectives new single sounds like nothing that 
they've put out before? Of course! One of the songs is 21 
minutes long? Of course! And it kind of sounds like whoever 
was in the mixing booth just turned on all of the effects at 
once? Of course! Avey Tare and Panda Bear sing blissful 
melodies over a drone? Of course! And the other song is a 
live recording? Of course! These new singles really make 
sense for them. One thing that's consistent with the 
Baltimore boys is that nothing remains consistent with 


them. 7 
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In 2003, Samskee, also known as Lansings 
sole EUFOE, embarked on a _ journey 
through Europe, making stops in Germany, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands. 
During this voyage, he 
encountered elaborate graffiti 
with intricate 3D forms. 
Fast-forward two _ decades, 
and Samskee is now painting 
the capital city with his 
distinctive art style. | had the 
opportunity to spend an 
afternoon with this iconic 
figure, delving into’ the 
personality behind the 
captivating disorder. 


Violet - Alright so this is our first 
stop today. We’re in downtown 
Lansing, Mi in Washington Square. Can you start off by telling me about this piece? 


EUFOE - This one sucked. | did this for the city of Lansing as a commision but they sent me the wrong size lift. 
So | decided to put a 12 foot ladder on top of the 19 foot lift. It Looks like someone fucked up the door 
though. Some Superman ice cream lookin shit? But this wall was done a while ago, you see that it says 
Richmonds Clothes and that's because | saw an old ghost sign on the wall, | figured that | should probably give 
homage to the original signage and so that's what | did. 

Violet - Who's that guy you painted on here in the corner though? 

EUFOE - Ohhhhh he's a guy from all of their old ads way back when! Yeah I've got a bunch of documented 
advertisements and articles about this unit being a clothing store for a while. Richmonds was open between the 
late 1920’s to the 1950's | believe. 

A pizza driver walks out of the “fucked up superman door” during our interview and looks very confused. 


Violet - What else do you wanna take a look at downtown? 


EUFOE - ummm there's some stuff in Old Town just down the alley and we can hit in Reo Town, | did some 
alleys there and a front part of that wall. 


wed | weg 


n Reo Town Reo Town Reo Town F 
Town Reo Town Reo Town Reo 


Violet - So this large wall, this one gets redone every 
year right? 


EUFOE - this one hasn't been changed since 2019. But 
this is my segment, it's kinda wild to see how the sun 
has faded this out, but not too bad. There's red 
fluorescent there, fluorescent colors sorta get fucky 
after a while. With people scuffing up the walls and shit 
it's not bad. Not bad burberry plaid! Not bad. Yeah | 
busted out quite a few patterns for this one. 


Violet - How long have you been implementing 
different clothing designs into your work? 


EUFOE - | would say since like 2019. | started doing 
grids right back here actually. | got fashionable with it, 
I'm kind of a slut for fashion design. | like to wear only 
the finest weird threads, like right over here there's a piece | did, this is an E 4 out of 10 please zoom me. 


Violet - When was this? 


EUFOE - Uhh lets see. | wanna say 2018ish, cuz 2016 was roller reo town which actually cost me my job 
because | was living with this asshole who was a noob, and when you're a noob you suck. Yeah | told him he 
sucked and he put me into a 
chokehold... I'm not trying to go 
back to work 5 cubicles away from 
that shithead. They said “well 
you'll have to file a police report” 
and i'm like “This guy's life is 
already ruined no no no”. And yeah 
| don't really talk to that guy too 
much... 


Violet - Fuck dude | wouldnt talk 
to that guy either. Is he still a 
noob? 


E 4 out of 10 please zoom me 


EUFOE - Yeah he stopped painting... My first go at a grid pattern was with Artic Fun. It's like the Arctic Sun 
e-Welenelsiues Yeah. It’s just straight parallel lines and the bottom lines are all in perspective going inward. 


Violet - Do you usually throw up the grid first? 


EUFOE - It's a funky balance when you are doing a complex background. You don't want to take any extra time 


iomelemel-le eo m-uMiisemsso like just sketch it in with a scrap can, fill in your background and then fill 
inside the letters. 


Violet - Do you ever come back and touch up your old 
pieces? 


EUFOE - Every once in a while. When someone fucks it 
up. 


Violet - People do that? How often do people fuck it up? 
EUFOE - Not very often with my ass strangely enough. 


Probably because they know that I'll find it immediately, 
and if | find it online then it's game over for them. 


Violet - |t’s just common courtesy. Don't do that shit... 


Random lady on the street - | AGREE WITH THAT WE NEED ARTISTS SUPPORTING OTHER ARTISTS 


Yd Town Old Town Old Town Old Town Old To. 
vn Old Town Old Town Old Town Old Towr 


Violet - So you did this piece here that's dedicated to Wanda 
Bishop, who is she? 


EUFOE - Wanda was | guess a uh local crackhead around here 
and she got served a hot pack and perished that way. | think 
somebody sold her what she thought was crack and it was 
probably just fetty. She would always panhandle to get money for 
olive burgers. 


Violet - So who commissioned you to do this? 


EUFOE - Ted over at Metro Retro and Jamie Schriner. It's Jamie's property and Ted commissioned me. Ted was 
one of the first people to be like “no no no it's wrong!” and | was like shit. | had to really improve quickly, like 
those eyes were tough. All the reference photos were small and blurry as shit, so it was an adventure in learning. 


Violet - Speaking of learning, are there any artists you would like to shoutout or any people you'd like to mention 
that have really helped you grow? 


lest Lofutso 


EUFOE - Um... it's just watching people paint that are better than me, so like for 
instance that greetings from east lansing mural on the side of the harrison roadhouse 
pub, the guy who painted that goes all across the US 

painting greetings from postcard murals so when he came through | just sat down and 
watched him tape everything to hell. Before that | was a stickler for not using any 
stencils or taping and he broke that out of me, his name was Victor Ving. 


Violet - |'m so curious, you've been at this for decades now how would you say graffiti 
culture and public attitudes about the artform have changed? 


EUFOE - it's definitely more accepted, when | did the abandoned motel thing, the 
outside was reserved for decent artists that were from out of town and then the inside 
little court area. It had a pool before but they shut that shit down and filled it in cuz 
crackheads plus water equals gremlins or somethin’. The inside was like anybody 
who had paint could come on down and try their hand at it. There was criticism of the 
whole event but yaknow. The story got published in the Lansing State Journal. 


Violet - | wish | could have seen some of that gremlin art... 


EUFOE - Yeah, haha. Right next to this here is one from that janky dude who strangled 
me. That dude is human cancer. But | also helped out on that jazzfest/bluesfest mural 
which was a byproduct of getting in trouble for painting down Turner St in front of this 
community garden... The guy who owned everything was like “Well paint this and | 
won't press charges!” and man does that bluesfest mural suck ass. It was designed by 
some random designers or some shit. They literally just took all the City Pulse covers 
and mashed them together. 


Skees Workshop Skees Workshop Skees Workshop Skees Wor 


We finished up the interview back at Skees studio. Upon arriving he hands me a 
shirt with a fat Demi Lavato on it. 


EUFOE - | tried to sell some shirts that | made at an event like The Junction or 
something, and | have a bunch of these “Demi La-Fatso, More to Loveato” shirts. Every 
time they have a show they're always like, “Can you bring some shirts to sell? Just 
nothing meth related!” and its like “shut the fuck up”. Yeah check this shirt out too it 
says “Video Cock Ass Im Harder Than A Vunrable Cis Male Late As Fuck For Dinner On 
A Friday Calling Me A Pussy Fag” 


Violet - Shit dude I'll buy that one off of you if you're selling it. So last question for our 
interview. Do we have anything else coming up to look out for in Samskee world? 


EUFOE - Not really it's been kinda a shitshow since covid to be honest. | got ripped off 
in this one deal and it fucking sucked. They dissolved the LLC and they were all like 
“These lesbians went to home goods and were embezzling. They bought a taco sign 
and we didn't like it!” But trusted the lesbians more. | trusted them more than the chef 
who hired me. That chef has been a bad bad boy. He has like 7 or 8 mugshots through 
west michigan and one of them was for fraud. Credit card skimmer fraud. 
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Why You Should Experience 
Yume Nikki 
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In this classic 2003 free to play indie game you play as a reclusive young girl 
named Madotsuki, who resides in a small apartment. The game's opening scene 
shows Madotsuki in her bedroom, which serves as the central hub for her dream 
exploration. You can interact with various objects in her room, such as her 
television and journal, but the primary focus is on Madotsuki's bed. By 
interacting with the bed, you enter Madotsuki's dream world and embark on a 
surreal and cryptic journey through her subconscious mind. 


When exploring the world of Yume 
Nikki, you'll find yourself in a variety 
of different worlds. Most of these 
worlds are vast and will loop infinitely. 
Many of them contain powerups that 
you can discover. Some grant you 
abilities, while others may appear 
pointless. For instance, you can come 
across a bicycle that allows you to 
travel faster, a lamp that allows you to 
see in the dark, or even a knife that 
enables you to kill creatures. The game 
has a vast number of worlds for you to 
become immersed in, mapping it all 
out is almost impossible. You'll notice 
that these worlds often intersect, and 
some of them delve very deep. The 
settings range widely, from shopping 
malls to forests, from fiery hellscapes 
to rooms with abstract shapes, and 
even rooms that contain absolutely 
nothing at all. However, as you delve 
deeper, you'll find that it all becomes 
more realistic. 
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One of the central themes in 

Yumme Nikki is isolation. Madotsuki, 
the main character, encounters numerous living 
creatures in the dream world, yet no one acknowledges 
or communicates with her. Most of these creatures have 
avery peculiar appearance, but occasionally, she may 
stumble upon a human-like figure. 


Another prevalent theme in Yume Nikki is the stark 
contrast between dreams and reality. Frequently, 
Madotsuki enters dreams that feel incredibly realistic. 


As the player, you are tasked with constructing your own narrative 
and forming your interpretations of Madotsuki's dreams. 

Nothing is laid out or explicitly clear. With each entry into the dream 
world, she awakens back in her bedroom, further blurring the line 
between what is real and what is not. 


The music in Yume Nikki significantly elevates the overall mood and stands 
out as one of the game's most noteworthy features. Each dream world boasts 
its own unique soundtrack. The majority of these tracks possess an ethereal 
and ambient quality. Occasionally, melodies and faint drum machines drift in 
and out, but a substantial portion of the auditory experience consists of synth 
pads and abstract sounds. Most of these compositions carry a dissonant 
quality that adds to the intriguing sensation of being immersed in a dream. 

jThe utilization of sound in Yume Nikki bears a striking resemblance to how 
David Lynch employs sound in works like Eraserhead or Twin Peaks. S \ 
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__/fyou're considering playing this game please continue to the next page. _ 


weewenYume Nikki is notably known for its incorporation of a few unsettling sequences. » 
While the majority of the game revolves around exploration and wholesome 
» scenes, two moments stand out, adding a surreal and disturbing layer to the 


Be xperience... 
fry P 


The Uboa Scene: Deep within a frozen wasteland, you'll come across an igloo™ 
°° #8 containing a child's bedroom. Inside, a young ‘girl resembling the game's? 
i rotagonist sits quietly while peaceful, childlike music fills the room. This 
“* #* character represents one of the very few other human-like figures in the game." 
“Interaction within the room is minimal, limited solely to a light switch. If you™ 
appen to repeatedly turn on and off the light switch... the sudden appearance of. 

) nightmarish entity with a grotesque, oversized grin can appear. The serene 

: usic transforms into jarring static, and the room's door ominously locks. Your}. 
Fo. only recourse is to approach the creature, which transports you into a 
“+ nightmarish world filled with disfigured bodies. Grotesque imagery is suspended? 
hein the sky. The only means of escape is to awaken from the dream. : 


The Mall Hallway Scene: Similarly, there exists a rare chance that you may find 
yourself in an empty hallway within the mall. Here, a tall sleek creature stands 
sensually interacting with a pole. As you come closer, the creature's excitement _ 
intensifies, and it engages with the pole more vigorously. Shortly after, the 
screen abruptly fades to black, replaced by an opaque screen with TV static. A 
highly suggestive image briefly takes over the screen before you awaken once 
more in your bedroom. 


I've left additional secrets for you to discover on your own. 


One intriguing aspect of this game is its 
development. The developer behind Yume Nikki is 
shrouded in mystery; all that we know is that the 
game was Crafted by an online user known as 
Kikiyama. Remarkably, Kikiyama has no other 
credited games to their name and has participated in 
just one interview to date. This peculiar interview 
took place in January 2023, 20 years after the game's 
initial release. It was conducted by Toby Fox, the 
creator of Undertale. The interview was published in 
"Toby Fox's Secret Base". What makes this interview 
particularly unusual is that Toby Fox asked 
exclusively yes or no questions, and the responses 
offered by Kikiyama divulged very little about the 
game itself. 
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Decoration of a Nursery, 1938 by Joan Miro 


Seeing this in the Toledo art Museum is jarring. The painting is extremely long 
and takes up an entire wall. The reason that | was sucked into this painting is 
not only due to its size but also the cool colors and simple shapes. Reds, 
yellows and blues weave into blacks and whites. 


The piece was dedicated to Joan Miro's grandson and hung up in his nursery. 
A strange choice. Although it looks wholesomely childlike on the surface the 
painting feels extra sinister underneath. The creature on the far left appears to 
be caught in a trap, screaming violently in fear while the creature in the center 
is (maybe?) oblivious. The black monster on the right is ginormous and 
moving quickly inwards. 


To me this painting has 2 meanings. 
1. Childhood trauma. The creatures ascend in size from left to right. The 
one on the far left could be interpreted as a child while the monster on 


the right could be seen as the parent. The painting could easily be seen 
to be about child abuse or cruelty. 


What a perfect painting to put in a nursery. 


2. My first interpretation of this piece was in relation to WW2. This 
painting was finished 1 year before the war started. The leaders of 
Europe did not want to start another world war and the Munich 
Agreement was signed in late 1938 giving Czechoslovakia to Hitler. In 
this interpretation the large monster on the right represents Germany 
and the small creature on the far left represents Czechoslovakia. The 
creature in the middle represents the rest of Europe letting the tragedy 
happen. You also had other surrealist Painters such as Salvador Daii, 
openly supporting facism. 


If this painting strikes your 
fancy |’d recommend 
checking out more of Miros 
work. His paintings are often 
surreal and abstract. 
Joan-miro.net is great. 
Another work of his that | 
enjoy is Hariequin's Carnival, 
1925 (As pictured). 


hasan cheney 


